
React – Lab 2 Tasks 

Ex 1. 
 
Configure NodeJS on your PC. Go to https://nodejs.org/en/ and download 
NodeJS command prompt. 
 
Open NodeJS command prompt and install http-server: 
 
npm install http-server -g 

 
Leave your command prompt open, and create a new folder with 3 files inside: 

 
 
Go to your index.html file and Google a sample HTML5 web page structure. Copy 
paste it there.  In the body tag add just a <div> with the id=”container”. 
 
Insert an external link to your CSS file in the head tag. 
Insert an external script before your body tag ends with the type=”text/babel” to 
your JS file. 

Ex 2. 
 

In your HTML file, in the head tag, let’s import the needed JS files: 

 

<script 

src="https://unpkg.com/react@15.3.2/dist/react.js"></script> 
<script src="https://unpkg.com/react-dom@15.3.2/dist/react-

dom.js"></script> 
<script src="https://cdnjs.cloudflare.com/ajax/libs/babel-

core/5.8.23/browser.min.js"></script> 
<script src="https://npmcdn.com/react-

router@2.4.0/umd/ReactRouter.min.js"></script> 
 

Open your JS file and create a variable called “destination” looking like this: 
 
var el = document.querySelector(".myclass"); 
 
After that, create a component (as a variable) “App” where you should render a 
function that returns a <div> followed by a <h1> title and an unordered list of 3 
elements. Specify a class name for the list. 
 
After you close the list tag, add also a div with its class name “content”. After this 
you can close the render function and the component itself. 
 

https://nodejs.org/en/
https://unpkg.com/react@15.3.2/dist/react.js
https://unpkg.com/react-dom@15.3.2/dist/react-dom.js
https://unpkg.com/react-dom@15.3.2/dist/react-dom.js
https://cdnjs.cloudflare.com/ajax/libs/babel-core/5.8.23/browser.min.js
https://cdnjs.cloudflare.com/ajax/libs/babel-core/5.8.23/browser.min.js
https://npmcdn.com/react-router@2.4.0/umd/ReactRouter.min.js
https://npmcdn.com/react-router@2.4.0/umd/ReactRouter.min.js


At the end of your JS file, let’s call the App component and render it in the page. 
(inside a <div>). Don’t forget to add a “,” after the </div> tag and add the 
destination. 
Try the app by going back to your NodeJS Command Prompt and navigate to 
your app’s location folder and running on the http-server: 
 
http-server C:\Users\dbd\Desktop\cursuri\etc 
 

 
 
Copy paste the first link and enter it in your browser. 
 

Ex 3. 
 
Let’s specify now the React Router by copy pasting over your ReactDOM.render 
at the end of your JS file, the following structure: 
 
ReactDOM.render( 
  <ReactRouter.Router> 
    <ReactRouter.Route path="/" component={App}> 
  
    </ReactRouter.Route> 
  </ReactRouter.Router>, 
  destination 
); 
 
(The Router component is part of the React Router API, and its job is to deal with 
all of the routing-related logic our app will need. Inside this component, we 
specify what is known as the routing configuration. That is a fancy term that 
people use to describe the mapping between URLs and the views. The specifics of 
that are handled by another component called Route) 
 
Create a variable as a component called Home where you should render just a 
<div> with a few HTML elements inside, like a <h2> and a <p>. 
 
In order to display the Home component in the Router as index add the following 
between the Route tags. 
 
<IndexRoute component={Home}/> 
 
Go to your App component where you have <div> with the class name “content” 
and add inside it: 
 
{this.props.children} 

 

(we are displaying the home content properly in a way that doesn't prevent 
other content from being displayed instead) 



 

Ex 4. 
 
Go to your App component and adapt the <li> elements by adding navigation 
links in this way: 
 
<li><Link to="/">Home</Link></li> 

 

Copy paste the Home component two more times and create two different 
components. Integrate them everywhere where it is needed. 
 
! You should not add them as IndexRoute in the rendering part. Use Route in the 
same way. 


